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Typical Starting Salaries for Physics Bachelor’s 
Classes of 2011 & 2012 Combined. 
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Figure includes only bachelor's in full-time, newly  accepted positions. Typical salaries are the middle 
50%, i.e. between the 25th and 75th percentiles.  STEM refers to positions in natural science, 
technology, engineering, and math. 
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R E P O R T S  O N  
P H Y S I C S  
B A C H E L O R ’ S  

Physics Bachelor’s, One 
Year After Degree 
(September 2014) 

Physics Bachelor’s, 
Initial Employment (June 

2015) 

THE 2011 AND 2012  
FOLLOW-UP SURVEYS OF 

PHYSICS BACHELOR’S  

Physics bachelor’s are 
contacted in the winter 

following the academic year 
in which they receive their 

degrees.  They are asked to 
share their employment or 

graduate school 
experiences.  These reports 

describe our findings. 
 

Figure 1 

 

Private sector STEM 
positions tend to be 

the highest paying 
positions that 

physics bachelor’s 
accept. 

New physics bachelor’s entering the workforce receive some of the 
highest starting salaries of any undergraduate majors (What’s a 
bachelor’s degree worth?). Bachelor’s accepting STEM positions in the 
private sector had a median starting salary of $51,000. 
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